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10th Anniversary of St. Eustatius Marine Park

This year marks the 10th An-
niversary of the active man-
agement of the St. Eustatius
Marine Park.

late
1996, the Marine Park en-
compasses the entire coast
extending from shore to a
depth of 30 meters.

Legally established in

It is 10 years since the Marine
Park first opened its office
and started operations to in-
stall the first moorings for dive
sites and yachts. The initial
activities were funded by a
start up grant from World
Wildlife Fund Netherlands.
Since then, the Marine Park
has gone from strength to
strength in its efforts to pro-
tect the 27.5km2 of coral reef
and sea grass beds around
St. Eustatius.

These efforts include in-
stallation and maintenance
of moorings to prevent
yachts and dive boats
dropping anchor on the
reefs, creation and moni-
toring of several artificial
reefs designed to increase
fish population and en-
hance diving opportunities,
the monitoring of two re-
serves where anchoring
and fishing is prohibited,
cleaning of the accessible
beaches and most impor-
tantly working in partner-
ship with all stakeholders
to ensure that the Park
remains in its present un-
spoiled condition.

To celebrate this important
event, the Marine Park,
supported by the St
Eustatius Tourism Devel-
opment Foundation and all
local dive centres, is plan-
ning a series of events,
starting on Monday 3™ De-
cember 2007.

Activities will include an
underwater  photography
course and contest, scav-
enger hunt for divers, eve-
ning talks, Statia Park
Splash for children, snor-
keling fun competition and
a party to present prizes
and celebrate the anniver-
sary in style.

The St. Eustatius National
Parks Foundation is invit-
ing the general public to

join us in celebrating this
anniversary to mark 10
years of protection of pris-
tine coral reefs and diverse
fish populations.

The tentative schedule of
events in December follows:

Monday 3rd: The official
opening of the Visitor Centre
including judging of the
school competition entries.

Tuesday 4th: The Charles
Brown Scavenger hunt Dive
Centre #1followed by an eve-
ning seminar.

Wednesday 5th: The Charles
Brown Scavenger hunt Dive
Centre #2 followed by Statia
Park Splash for kids (boat
trips, games and fun fair) and
ending with an evening semi-
nar.

Thursday 6th: The Charles
Brown scavenger hunt Dive
centre #3 followed by Snorkel
fun for kids and ending with
an evening seminar.

Friday 7th: A celebration party
with live music, prize giving
and a buffet which will be held
at the Gin House Patio.

Check www.statiapark.org for
the latest information
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