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onlookers present, from 
excitement to awe. There 
were over twenty present 
to witness the beginning of 
a remarkable journey. In 
total, 20 hatchlings made it 
from Zeelandia Beach to 
the Atlantic to begin their 
amazing voyage. Four 
died, including at least one 
from a bird.  

On Tuesday, June 19th, 
hatchlings emerged from a 
second nest on Zeelandia. 
By 9am, four had come up 
and one had been found 
dead.  

This particular nest was 
laid by the leatherback 
female that was killed in a 
shark attack. By the end of 
the day 13 hatchlings in 
total had emerged from the 
nest, 1 was eaten by a bird 
and 1died from the sun’s 
heat. 

Leaving the nest is a group 
activity that can take sev-
eral days.  

On Friday morning, May 25th, 
the first baby hatchlings 
emerged from a nest on Zee-
landia beach. Leatherback 
hatchlings were found by the 
Turtle Program Coordinator, 
Arturo Herrera, and Intern, 
Lauren Maloney.  

Mr. Herrera noticed a pair of 
Yellow-Crested Night Herons 
congregating in an area 
where a leatherback had 
nested at the end of March 
and chased off the birds. 
Sadly a heron took off with a 
hatchling in its mouth. It was 
not determined how many 
baby hatchlings were eaten 
as there were numerous 
tracks of both birds and baby 
hatchlings. When Mr. Herrera 
and Ms. Maloney arrived, 
there was only one hatchling 
left and it was upside down.  

Around two in the afternoon 
19 more hatchlings emerged 
but unfortunately three of 
them succumbed to the heat 
of the sun’s rays. Reactions 
were varied from the group of 
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Do you want your children 
to be active and learn more 
about the nature on their 
island this summer? 

This year we will be having 
a summer activity program 
for children aged 8 and 
above, from July 2nd until 
August 2nd.  

The kids will be hiking, 
snorkeling and getting sea 
turtle education. Children 
must be able to swim 50 
meters without floaters. If 
your child cannot swim but 
still wants to take part in the 
other fun sessions, they are 
very welcome.  

Activities will take place on 
Mondays, 7:30 -12:00, 
Wednesdays, 2:00 - 4:00 
and Thursdays, 1:00 - 4:00.  

To sign up, please come to 
the visitors’ centre and fill in 
the required form. The fee 
is Fls 15,- and includes a 
free t-shirt and use of snor-
keling equipment.  

STENAPA would like to 
thank the company Vecen-
ergy  for kindly sponsoring 
15 children for this summer 
club. �

    First Hatchlings of 2007��
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